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revealed that this was the devil, not God, and he
answered, 'e The Lord Jesus did not predict that
He would come again resplendent with purple and
diadem. I will not believe that Christ has come,
except in the form in which He suffered, bearing
the stigmata of the Cross/5 Thereupon the ap-
parition vanished like smoke, leaving so very bad
a smell that there was no doubt it was the devil*
" This account I had from the mouth of Martin
himself " Sulpicius adds.

''The father used a little wine, in accordance
with the apostle^s precept, not for the pleasure of
the palate, but by reason of his bodily weakness.1
In every kind of way he avoided idleness; either
he read, or he wrote, or he taught his disciples, or
he gave himself to prayer and the chanting of
Psalms, yielding only to unavoidable necessities
of the body. He was a father to the poor, more
humble than the humble, an inviter to piety of
the rich, lofty to the proud, a discerner of all, and
a marvellous comforter. He celebrated every day-
many solemnities of masses 2 with honourable dili-
gence, having proper masses deputed for each day
of the week. Moreover, on the Lord^s day, never
at any time after the light of dawn began to

1 Theodulf of Orleans makes a little apology to Karl for
Alcuin's use of wine and beer (not English beer! see p. 267) :
Aut si, Bacche, tui ant Gerealis pocla liquoris
Porgere praecipiat,. fors et utrnmque volet;
Quo melius doceat, melius sua fistula cantet,

Si doctrinalis pectoris antra riget.

If he bids bring forth cups of thy liquor, O Bacchus, or cups
of the liquor of corn, and perhaps takes both; it is that he
may teach the better, the better may sing his stave, if he
moistens the recesses of his instructive breast.

* " Celebrabat omni die missarum solemnia multa,"